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EXPERIENCE
June 2024 - Oct 2025

Aug 2020 - Aug 2024

Oct 2017 - Aug 2020

Mar 2015 - Oct 2017

Jun 2009 - Mar 2015

Sept 1995 - Jun 2009

Sept 1994 - Sept 1995

Aug 1991 - Sept 1994

Jan 1988 - July 1991

EDUCATION
1985 - 1989

1981 -1985

BILLCASS

DESIGN DIRECTOR / MANAGER / ILLUSTRATOR

Protalus

Design Director responsible for all aspects and deliverables

for Footwear. Timeline and Brief development, Ideation, Presentation to
clients, Technical Documentation, Advanced Concepts, Color Direction,
Direct to Asia Development and Development Travel

Freelance

Protalus, Genesco, Pony, Starter. Energy Equipment. Keen. Makse Sport
Apparel. Merrimac, Thrive Health Solutions, Deliverables include Design
Direction, Project Managment, Product Design, Branding, Graphic Design

Merrell

Design Director/Manager responsible for all aspects and Deliverables
for the Technical Category. Timeline and Brief development Ideation,
Presentation, Technical Documentation, Advanced Concepts, Color
Direction, Direct to Asia Development and Travel

The North Face

Creative Director for both Trail and Lifestyle. Responsiblities include
Timeline and Brief development, Ideation, Presentation, Technical
Documentation, Advanced Concepts, Color Direction, Multiple Trips to Asia
for Development

Freelance

Brooks Advanced Concept Design Consultant (2.5 years) Other clients
include Li Ning, Crocs, Keen, Specialized Japan, Taylor Made, International
Ballet Bellevue, Evergreen Ballet, FaerieWorlds, SkyDex, City of Langley.

Nike

Design Expert. All Aspects of design from Ideation, presentation,
documentation and development. Multiple categories, working with
directly with professionl athletes.

2007-2009 Nike Kids. Design Expert

2003-2007 Mens Training. Senior Designer

1999-2003 Mens ACG. Senior Designer

1996-1999 Mens Cross Training. Creative Director

1995-1996 Mens Cross Training. Senior Designer

Avia
Senior Designer. Worked on multiple categories from training, aerobics,
running, basketball and trail.

Converse

Senior Designer lead for Basketball category.

First experience working directly with Elite Athletes. Tarmax, Run and
Slam and NCAA championship shoes

Keds

Junior Designer. Began as and Intern in college. Hired full time after
designing some very successful programs for kids shoes while still in
school.

Massacusetts College of Art and Design
Bachelor of Fine Arts in lllustration

Apponequet Regional High School
National Honor Society

billcassdesign@gmail.com
206-488-8263

Portfolio 14

Linkedin [

Website £33

SKILLS

Workplace
Design

Creative Direction
Managment
Mentoring
Teamwork
Communication
Timelines
Calendar

Process Analytics

Technical
Tooling/Molds
Mac

lllustrator
Photoshop
Sketchbook Pro
Romans Cad
Excel

Word
PowerPoint
Color
Sketchup
PatternMaking

Interests
lllustration
Palnting
Story Telling
Cycling
Hiking
Camping

XC Skiing
LeatherWork
Maker

Recent Awards

Merrell Thermo Rogue Hiker
2018 1SPO Gold Medal

Gear Junkie “Bestin Show"
BackPacker "Editors Choice”

Merrell MOM Ace
Shape Magazine
2019 Best Hiker



Bill Cass
Sticky Note
The Image on the right was created to provide Creative Direction to the Designers and Marketing team for our main focus and thought process




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
The Tarmax was the first shoe I designed for Converse. It ended up on the cover of "Footwear News" with the title. "Converse is Back." It began a successful new series of Robust Outdoor basketball shoes that continued for 4 years. Converse sales increased from 180 million dollars to 350 million during my time there.

Bill Cass
Sticky Note

Bill Cass
Sticky Note
the "Acropolis" was inspired by an Alma Tedema

Bill Cass
Sticky Note
The"Acropolis" was inspired by an Alma Tadema painting I saw in Paris. The shoe went on to be the all team Shoe for three of the final four in that years NCAA championships. Sales eclipsed 200k pairs.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
My first rendering of the Zoom Seismic. This originally was supposed to be a women's only training shoe for Olympian Marion Jones.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
This shoe made the cover of the Nike Catalog and went on to sell 1.75million pairs. It did well in the United States but was the #1 shoe in the AP region for a couple years. It ultimately had over 20 color SKU's. It took color really well.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
I loved my time in ACG at Nike. Unfortunately, The management team did not understand what to do with the product (and still doesn't) The Buzzsaw quietly broke sales records and sold 100K pairs. Folks remember it as one of the most funtional and aggressive hiking shoes made at that time. It featured reinforced Cordura  mesh and a new multidirectional "Router" lug that I still see on competitors products today.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
My first Nike Shox trainer. The shox Electric. The design was based off of a "SoCal" belly tank racer. I reached out to the Race team that still had a "Speed Shop." We sent them 50 pairs and they loved them. The shoe did well and came close to breaking the 100k mark that our shoes were judged on at that time.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
When I presented this shoe to upper management I had just returned from a trip from the UK where low profile trainers were all that was selling there. The shoe came close to dropping until we showed our EU sales team. They went crazy. It sold 80k pairs in England alone.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
While at the Nike Store I was trying shoes on with my kids. I was shocked that their gate instantly changed as the shoes were so stiff they wouldn't bend under their weight. A discussion about this issue lead to me heading up an effort in "Nike Kids" to create shoes that weren't just merely takedowns but functional shoes built for kids. The shoe on the left failed it's first test in the BioLab because it was tested by female college athlete who weighed 140lb but fit into a size 3.5. This is my 62lb daughter testing the same shoe with pressure plates. It passed with flying colors and set a benchmark and changed our testing procedure.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
The first of a new series called "playground Free." These shoes were based off of our "NikeFree" line but added just enough rubber to enhance durability but kept weight and flexibility as the most important factors. Not designed for kids who use their shoes as Brakes for their bike. (an actual comment and review of a weartest pair)




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
A special project for Nike Russia. We sold 50k pairs of an all black winter boot made exclusively for that region. (the orange was too much for them) One of my first all 3D projects.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
This is the scanned and colored sketch that I did in Paul Pierce's man cave while at his house and discussing his favorite footwear. It became his NBA championship winning shoe. He even won the MVP during that series. The inline basketball team was not happy with this and even though they designed multiple shoes for him he kept wearing this shoe for 3 seasons. I can't remember the sales number for the kids only offering but we doubled the previous sales record for his shoe.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
This was an "Extra Credit" project I did at Nike because I had a passion for cycling. I worked directly with our "football" factory DMT in Montebelluna, Italy. Lance went on to win 7 Tour De Frances in a version of this shoe.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
After 4 years of creating a "one off" shoe for Lance our relationship with Trek meant we could finally make a run at releasing these at retail. It was the first $300 cycling shoe and we only built 300 pairs. Those pairs never made it to the wall. We followed it with 3000 pairs and those too basically went to the cool kids in the shop. Finally, with did a 20k pair run and also sold out. (6 million dollars) This started what I hoped would be a new category for Nike and for all of three weeks I was the "creative director" for Nike cycling. Then Nike and Trek couldn't agree on the business terms and it all collapsed.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
I designed both the shoes and the cycling kit shown in this photo. A highlight for me.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
I designed this shoe for a small client with the idea that it would be a special shoe for the Iraq national guard. 20k pairs was the estimate. It did something a designer dreams about and passed into the fashion realm. It went on to do over 300k pairs and was even featured in "Urban Outfitters" as a fashion shoe.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
An advanced concept shoe I was working on for Brooks. The whole project was put on hold when Reebok came out with an almost identical product. To this day I truly believe someone in the factory leaked the design.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
This is what my first round sketches for a Freelance Keen project look like. It was supposed to be a "all trail" running based shoe but was twisted into an "approach" shoe. It did well but I never heard the final numbers.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
A fun side concept I did for Keen. A lightweight water shoe with drainage ports that left a human footprint on the river bank. Never went anywhere but I still love the concept.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
I had each member of the design team come to a quick offsite with a photo of their "favorite thing." Once they explained it they went back to their desks and applied it to a shoe a designer was struggling with. These concepts went on to be the color offering for the next 3 seasons.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
The previous  North Face FastPack was a nice shoe but really lacked functional traction. This new version won design an outdoor retailer award and double the sales from the previous version. I believe it went from 20-40k pairs.




Bill Cass
Sticky Note
My VP hated this shoe and threw it off the wall and then table at our design review. Our EU sales lead put it back on the table and said this was the only shoe he wanted. It went on to do over 100k pairs and was a top seller for the Company. It was highlighted as best of class product by BackPacker magazine and had really strong reviews.
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Thermo Rogue - stripped of
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Finally, the roll on these boots plus a good amount of cushioning meant that after eight days wearing them
constantly I couldn’t recommend them highly enough. They were comfortable from day one, I had no
hotspots, and gosh they are light (did I mention?). For long walks where snow, ice and wampas will be
present, they demand to be considered.



Bill Cass
Sticky Note
I came up with this concepts and briefed it myself as and extra credit project. It went on to win an ISPO gold medal and multiple magazine awards. It started a new category for Merrell that is still going strong and winning awards today with each new release.  The takedown of this shoe also sold strong numbers. This new silo has sold over 500k pairs for Merrell at last check despite average price point over 200 dollars. Also worth a mention is that a big part of it sales come from a slightly simplified version in their "tactical" line.
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Bill Cass
Sticky Note
60 pairs of these custom shoes were created and given away to the Burningman Manbase crew. A grassroots marketing efforts that still gets mentioned today.  The custom color was matched by bringing some "Playa Dust" to China and working directly with the vendor. These shoe still look clean after a week in the dust.
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Bill Cass
Sticky Note
The MQM Ace was the number 1 selling shoe on the Merrell website for more than weeks. Surprisingly, the Sales team did not like the heel overlay and never got behind it. The consumer loved it so it did well but didn't achieve what I had hoped. The outsole is one of the best functioning tools I have ever designed for outdoor environment.

Bill Cass
Sticky Note
A fun and Very Funtional BOA version of the MQM. It did ok in the states but sold exceptionally well in the AP region. 30k pairs of a $200 shoe.
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Bill Cass
Sticky Note
When I first designed this shoe it was not taken but the US sales force. It became the number one seller in Both the EU and AP regions. It even eclipsed the Moab some weeks. After a year it was brought into the US market Online only. It sold out every single time. Three years later they still only offered the 2 heights, 2 gender, 3 original colors I created. (12skus)  Merrell finally got the message and leaned in. Currently there are 145 skus on the website with new uppers on the original tool.
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Bill Cass
Sticky Note
A freelance project where I design a single shoe for each decade. These are all still selling on their website and doing well. I haven't been able to get sales numbers but they are still featured so that is good.
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Bill Cass
Sticky Note
An exploration for KLIM motorsports. I liked this direction but they didn't go this way.  I have worked with BOA a few times before and was excited to dig in to this.
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